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Ms. Jennifer Jones:  Hi.  My name’s Jennifer Jones.  I’m the Executive Director of Alliance for Families with Deaf Children, AFDC.  Welcome to the second Webinar in our series.  We are going to introduce you to the Deaf Family Literacy Academy, where we teach hearing parents how to read and communicate with their deaf and hard of hearing children.  

Typically, when we think of family literacy, we think of parents who speak Spanish or another language as their first language, and we’re teaching them English to read and communicate with their children.  However, in our program we’re focusing on the parents to teach them American Sign Language and other strategies so their children can be successful in school and life, and they can become their child’s first teacher.  


We are going to be talking about the key elements and the implementation of family literacy programs.  We’re also going to be talking about the needs assessment, recruitment and retention, interagency collaboration, and the curricular design of the program, and the evaluation, personnel, and volunteers. 


Ms. Shaida Ramotar:  Hi.  My name’s Shaida Ramotar, and this is my daughter, Erika Ramotar, and we’re a part of the Deaf Family Literacy Academy.  

When we first started this program, you know, they came over and they asked me what my needs were, and my needs were trying to communicate with my child.  And so far, it has been met, and more--you know, more than that it has been met because I have made, you know, friends, deaf--you know, deaf adults, that’s actually, you know, my mentor that comes home.  

She’s more than a mentor.  She’s actually a friend that, you know, she was born deaf, and she’s grown now.  And that’s to me it--that’s an example because I know my child can grow up and, you know, be a normal child, a normal deaf child.  So, you know, my needs have been met since I have joined this program.  


Ms. Jennifer Jones:  Now, I’m going to be speaking about curricular design and the Deaf Family Literacy Academy.  We integrate the four components of family literacy to ensure that families are able to learn how to communicate, and then read to their child and then practice the strategies when our mentors and teachers are not there.


So, the first component adult education.  For example, we read The Very Hungry Caterpillar.  


Unidentified Woman:  One Sunday morning, he started to look for some food.


Ms. Jennifer Jones:  We use this book to go ahead and structure our whole curriculum around one story.  So, for adult education, we teach the parents directly how to sign the vocabulary in that book.  Then, for parent education, we teach them strategies, research-based strategies that show that deaf adults who read to their deaf children utilize so their children are able to understand the story and then sign it back to them.  So, we do--again use Very Hungry Caterpillar to show the strategies to the parents and help them to practice them. 


Unidentified Woman:  Do you like strawberries?


Unidentified Children:  Yeah.


Unidentified Woman:  You like them?


Ms. Jennifer Jones:  For childhood education, as you can see, when we read the story to the children, we ask them lots of questions and we ensure that they also can read the story back to us, and that they comprehend it.  We also do activities, child literacy activities related to the book.


Unidentified Woman:  Four strawberries.


Ms. Jennifer Jones:  For parent and child together time, the fourth component of family literacy, we do activities related to the book that are very hands-on, such as tasting and smelling and touching the strawberries to make sure that the parents understand the vocabulary words and that the children can also generalize those vocabulary words in other activities, such as cooking, when the parents get home and they are not with the mentors or the teachers.  So, we integrate the four components of family literacy around one storybook and around literacy.


Ms. Danish Shaw:  I was referred to the Deaf Family Literacy Academy through Joe DiMaggio Hospital, and the reason why we stick with this program is because it has brought out Adonis’s, my son’s, personality.  Before, we were unable to communicate with him.  We did not understand what he was asking for, what he wanted, and now we’re able to communicate with him.  We understand his needs, and he’s even teaching me some words through sign language, so it’s really working out for us.


The car?  Say car, please.


Mr. Adonis Shaw:  Car, please.


Ms. Danish Shaw:  Yes.  Say thank you.  Good job.  


Ms. Shaida Ramotar:  And my whole family.  My whole family is included when my mentor comes home.  She not only teaches me sign, you know, she teaches my husband, and I have two other children, a 10-year-old and a five-year-old, and their also learning, too.  

So, you know, the best part about this program is that my whole family is included, and you know, nobody’s restricting me of bringing them or including them, which is--that is a huge help, because you know, finding childcare and finding somebody to watch my children, you know, while I take care of this one, it’s really, really tough.  So, it’s--that’s one thing that I like about this program, you know, they can help me with all my children.  We’re all learning, so it’s really good.  


You want to sit down and play?


Ms. Betsy Uliss:  Good afternoon, everybody.  My name is Betsy Uliss, and I’m the Board Chair of the Alliance for Families with Deaf Children.  AFDC partners with community agencies to ensure all of our family needs are met.  One example is the Children’s Diagnostic and Treatment Center that provides resources and referrals.  These partnerships ensure that we have a high-quality comprehensive program.


Another example is the JCC, Jewish Community Center, Soref JCC implantation that provides space for our early childhood program and parent/child activities.


Ms. Katrina Aristy:  [Through interpreter] Okay, now I’m going to talk about volunteers and personnel staff.  It’s very important to have deaf adult role models as volunteers and staff for the children here at school and also in our family literacy program, because the children need to see role models that are like themselves.  They can relate to them and they can communicate easier, and the children’s parents can also see the deaf adults, and they can see their son and daughter can become successful, just like these deaf adults who are successful.  Successful role models are very important for our family literacy program.  

And also, it’s important for the children to see deaf adults who have a native sign language ability, like myself.  I grew up signing from the very beginning, and it’s important for the kids to see wow, I can relate to you and I can use sign language with you.  And when they come to school, or when the parents come to school and pick up the children, they can communicate and practice with a deaf adult through conversations, instead of learning, like, in a class.  You don’t learn a lot in a class a lot of times, but, through practicing communication, you learn a lot.


Ms. Jennifer Cato:  Hi.  My name is Jennifer Cato.  I’m the lead teacher here at the Early Childhood Center as part of our Deaf Family Literacy Academy.  I’m gonna speak with you today a little bit about our evaluation process.  

As part of our evaluation process, we conduct assessments pre-, mid-, and post-annually with all our families, both the parents and the children.  We gage our success by these evaluation tools.  If we notice that a family is having specific areas of difficulty, we immediately rearrange our curriculum to meet their needs.  The mentors that go into the home, as well as the teachers in the classroom, are constantly using this data to decide what vocabulary we need to introduce with the families.


Ms. Jennifer Jones:  Thank you so much for joining us today.  We hope that you can go ahead and start family literacy programs with special-needs students and incorporate sign language into your programs so that parents and children can learn together.
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