
Activity Title - Shopping With Basic Math 
  
Goal/Objective  
 
The student will review and sharpen basic math skills utilizing everyday shopping skills. 
 
Lesson Outline  
 
Introduction  
This lesson will take students on a shopping trip to obtain some everyday items and services.  Students will util-
ize basic math computation and have an opportunity to utilize some realia.  The instructor should feel free to util-
ize current realia as available. 
 
Activity  
Poll the class as to how many students own or travel by an automobile.  Explain that vehicles need regular main-
tenance.  Shop for a good value in oil change.  Provide students with the oil change coupon.  Note that a regular 
oil change is $25.00.  The coupon makes it $19.95 providing a savings of $5.05.  Use subtraction. 
Poll the class as to how many students wear glasses.  Provide students with a glasses’ discount coupon.  Note that 
glasses cost $225.00.  The coupon offers a 25% discount.  Compute the amount of discount and savings. 
Poll the class as to how many students eat.  Provide students with a grocery discount coupon.  Note that ribs are 
$.99 a lb.  Compute the cost of ribs.  Determine the cost of Kellogg cereal using a $.35 coupon.  Use subtraction 
Compute the total grocery bill if the following items are purchased.  Three lbs. of ribs at $.99 a lb., cereal at $1.99 
less coupon for $.35 and orange juice at $.99. 
 
Debriefing/Evaluation Activity  
Review all operations used in the activity.  Discuss the importance of accurate computation and the ability to use 
the appropriate operation for computations. 

Real-Life Connection 
 
Encourage students to be aware of the use of coupons and  special offers in advertising.  Ask students to bring 
sample offers from various services and items to class for discussion and computation practice. 

Materials/Texts/Realia/Handouts 
 
Handouts/overheads 
• Oil change coupon 
• Glasses coupon 
• Grocery coupon 
 
Calculator 
 
Newspapers (optional) 

Extension Activity 
 
Compute the % of savings if the Oil 
Change coupon is used. 
 
Compute the amount of money that is 
saved on the grocery bill using the 
coupons. 
 

ESE/ESOL Accommodations 
 
Set up the computational problems for 
the students. 
 
Have students verbalize the steps to 
calculate problems. 
 
Provide the students with concrete 
materials or manipulatives. 
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Activity Title – Shopping and Saving 
 
Introduction  
Say:  Does anyone drive or ride in an automobile?  Have you ever had your automobile serviced, shop for food or wear glasses?  Of course.  Let’s save 
some money with math.  
 
Main Activity 
Say:  Every motor vehicle needs to have the oil changed at regular intervals.  Since this is a necessary part of owning or maintaining a vehicle it would be 
nice to save some money.  Today, we will look at a discount coupon that will allow us to purchase an oil change for $19.95.  The regular price of this ser-
vice is $25.00.  How much do you save?  ($5.05).  How did you get the answer?  Right, subtract $19.95 from $25.00 which equals $5.05. 
 
How many students were glasses?  Do you remember the last time you purchased glasses?  It would be nice to save some money on this necessary item 
wouldn’t it?  Look at this coupon for a 25% discount on the price of glasses.  How much would you save on a pair of glasses that have a regular price of 
$225.00?  Remember the way to find a percent of a number is to change the percent to a decimal - 25% becomes .25 and now multiple $225 times .25 
equals $56.25.  Your total cost of glasses would be $168.75.  You used multiplication and subtraction to find this answer. 
 
Does anyone in the class eat?  Of course.  In order to eat we must shop.  At this time let us try and save some money at a grocery story.  Look at the exam-
ple of the grocery advertisement.  If ribs cots $.99 a pound and we buy 3 pounds, how much would it cost?  That’s right, 3 times $.99 equals $2.97.  If you 
wanted to buy some cereal and you had the coupon for $.35 how much would it cost?  That’s right, subtract $.35 from $1.99 and you would pay $1.64.  
Now we will figure up our bill.  How much will you pay if you buy 3 pounds of ribs, 1 box of cereal and one carton of juice? 
 
Remember to first multiple 3 times $.99 for the ribs and subtract $.35 from $1.99 to find the cost of the cereal.  Now add $2.97 and $1.64 and $.99.  
What is your total?  Correct you owe the grocer.  $5.50 is your bill.   
 
Follow-Up Lesson/Activities  
 
Say:  You may want to look through the newspaper and find some coupons and advertisements that you could use.  You may also want to discuss how 
much you really save when you take advantage of coupons and specials. 
 
If you have time ,you may want to compute the percent and total amount you save on the grocery bill used in the exercise.   
 
Determine how many pounds of ribs you purchased if your bill for the ribs was $2.97 and the cost was $.99 a lb.  We can use division to find and answer 
to this type of problem. 
 
Does anyone think it is important to use math when shopping?  Let’s review the basic math skills we used for this lesson. 
 
Do:  Finish the lesson with a review of basic operations. 
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