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Advantages 
 
• Good for presentations from the front 
• Conducive to discussion 
• Ample space for a presenter to move around to each participant 
• Good working space for participants 
 
Disadvantages 
 
• Limited space for seating depending on the size of the room 
• Uncomfortable for anyone who has to sit inside the U-shape (if space is limited 

and there are too many participants to sit around the outside of he table) 
• Difficult for small groups to work together unless chairs are shuffled around to 

the center space 
 
Boardroom Style 
 

 
   
 
 Θ    Θ 
 Θ    Θ 
 Θ    Θ 
 Θ    Θ 
 Θ    Θ 
 Θ    Θ 
         Θ      Θ 

 



Advantages 
 

ation from the front 
 Comfortable for smaller session 
 Enc g all participants 
 Am  

 
Dis dvan
 

 Lim  ty, if more people need to attend they are often 
rel ats along the wall  

• Places a barrier between those “at the table” and those who are not  
• Difficult for small group interaction 

 
 (Straight)  

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Good for large numbers of participants 
 Maximum f space within the room 
 Ample seating for everyone 

cture tations 

is

sound system or people in the back will not  be 

 of th o the entire audience  
• Limits interaction between the presenter and the participants 

 
 
 

• Good for present
•
• ourages interaction amon
• ple working space 

a tages 

• ited seating capaci
egated to se

Theatre Style
 

 
 

Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ  

 
 
 

Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ 
Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ  Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ 
Θ

Θ Θ
Θ
Θ

Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ  Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ 

 Θ  Θ Θ Θ Θ  Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ 
 Θ Θ Θ Θ  Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ 

Θ  Θ Θ Θ Θ  Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ 
Θ  Θ Θ Θ Θ  Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ Θ 

 
 
Advantages 
 

•
•
•
• Good for le  style presen

advantages 

• Usually requires the use of a 
able to hear everything 

• Limits view e presenter t

use o

 
D
 

 
 
 



 

Cla
 
 
 

dv

• dium groups 
• orkspace 
• small groups 

nter to circulate aro ch group or 

ne style provides be or discussion 
 also provides mor y using both 

isadvantages 

• Difficult for participants who end up in seats that face away from the 
r, which is often the case when room is too small for the total 

number of participants. 
oom for the presenter if the tables are too 

t each table rather than engaging the 

• using herringbone configuration, some participants will have to angle 

 

 

 
 
 

ssroom Style 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
       Θ   Θ          Θ   Θ         Θ    Θ  
 
…   Θ   Θ          Θ   Θ         Θ    Θ 
 
        Θ   Θ          Θ   Θ         Θ    Θ 
 

Modification 
 
Use herringbone 
classroom style 
by angling each 
table. 
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