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Is making sense 
out of print. 
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Text Comprehension Activities 
 
 

Listening Comprehension 
• Simon Says 

 
Mental Images 

• Mind Pictures 
 
Prior Knowledge 

• The Doorbell Rang 
• The Magic Fish 
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Text Comprehension 

 
Reading is making sense out of the text. 

A child must have good listening comprehension 
before he can have good reading comprehension. 
 

Did You Know? 
 

You can help your child get meaning from reading by: 
 

• Telling stories 
• Reading aloud 
• Showing child how to predict what a book is 

about before he reads it 
• Asking questions about what is happening and 

what might happen while child is reading 
• Asking child to tell you what were the main 

things that happened, after he has read the 
book 

• Encouraging child to think about what he is 
reading so that it makes sense 

• Having child retell story in the right order 
• Practicing together all the other skills in-

volved in reading – phonemic awareness,  
phonics, vocabulary and fluency 
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Text Comprehension        Reading 

 
 

Reading Aloud 
 
Listening comprehension is the foundation for 
text comprehension. 
 

When a child listens to stories it helps him: 
 
• Develop listening skills 
• Increase understanding 
• Build vocabulary and knowledge – he hears 

words he cannot yet read himself 
• Encourage discussion of tradition and val-

ues 
• Create bonds between parent and child 
• Extend imagination 

 
When a child is able to understand books he 
listens to, it helps to build understanding of 
books he reads. 
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Text Comprehension           Reading 
 
 

Involving Your Child in a Book 
 

Introduce the book 
 

• First look through the book yourself. 
• Talk about the cover.  Read the title, author’s 

and illustrator’s names. 
 

Look at the pictures 
 

• Glance through the book with the child, before 
you read. 

• Ask questions about the illustrations:  What is 
happening? 
Why do you think ____ is doing that? 

 

Read the book 
 

• Ask questions:  Why did he do that?  What will 
happen next? 

 

Guess the ending 
 

• Stop reading before the end of the book and 
ask child how she thinks it will end. 

• Finish reading the book.  Discuss the endings. 
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 Text Comprehension          Thinking Skills 

 
 

Questions to Ask 
when your child reads The Magic Fish. 

 

Before Reading 
• Look through the book yourself.  Explain any 

words your child might not know.  What is a cas-
tle?  Who usually lives there? 

• Look at the cover and pictures.  What do you 
think the book is about? 

• What do you think will happen in the story? 
• Have you ever been fishing?  Did you catch any-

thing?  Tell me all about it. 
 

During Reading 
• What is happening?  What will happen next? 
• Have you ever heard a fish talk? (p 7)  Why is this 

fish talking? (p 7) 
• What do you think the wife will do when the fish-

erman tells her about the fish? (p 8)  Do you think 
she will get what she asked for? (p 13) 

• Will the wife be happy with what she has? (p 21)  
What do you think the wife will do now? (p 27)  
What will she say? (p27) 

• Make up more of your own questions. 
• How do you think the story will end? (p 30) 
• Have your child ask his own questions and think 

about the answers.  
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Useful Web Sites 
 
These can be accessed on home, library or school computers. 
 
 
Just Read Families! 
http://www.justreadfamilies.org 
 
PBS Kids 
http://pbskids.org 
 
Association for Library Service to Children 
http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/greatwebsites 
 
Reading is Fundamental – Parent’s Page 
http://www.rif.org/parents/ 
 
Reading Rockets – Reading Comprehension 
http://www.readingrockets.org/ 
 
FCAT Explorer – Requires a password available from your child’s 
teacher. 
http://www.fcatexplorer.com/ 
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Text Comprehension       Thinking Skills 

 
 

Questions to Ask (cont’d) 
when your child reads The Magic Fish. 

 
After Reading 

• What was the story about?  Who were the 
characters? 

• Ask child to retell the story in his own words.  
(He can use the pictures to help him.)  Make 
sure he has the beginning, the middle part and 
the ending in order. 

• Talk about the story together.  What would 
the child do if he caught a magic fish? 
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  Text Comprehension               Reading  
 
 

Chapter Books 
 

Prediction Strategies  
for Child to Use 

 
 

• Read the front and back cover 
• Read the titles of the chapters 
• Look at the pictures 
• Read the first page 
• Think about what might happen 
• Use any information you have learned so 

far 
 
While reading the book, summarize each page or 
chapter as you read. 
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Text Comprehension            Reading  
 

Text Comprehension: 
Ways to Help a Child 

 

Text comprehension is getting meaning from 
print – understanding what is read. 

 
• Read aloud to child. 
• Tell stories. 
• Choose predictable books for beginning readers. 
• Before reading, ask child what she thinks the 

book is about. 
• While reading, ask child questions that make her 

think about the story. 
• After reading, ask child to tell you the gist of the 

story. 
• Ask child to retell the story in order: the begin-

ning, the middle and the end. 
• Encourage child to ask questions to figure out 

what she is reading. 
• Remind child about something in the book that 

she has experienced. 
• Ask her to tell you about it. 
• Talk about the book together – what part did the 

child like best. 
 


